Guide to Scoring LAS Links Writing
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. LAS Links™ — Writing Test Content

Group Administered in English to Grades 2 - 12

+ Use Conventions
* Write About

* Write Why

* Write in Detail
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choice in format. Write About, Write Why and Write in Detail items are all
holistically scored.
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s » » Writing Administration — Write About

Students are asked to write two sentences about what they see in the
picture.

Practice A
1) The boy is trying on a new jacket.

DRC | Holistic Scoring |

In the Write about section, students are asked to write two sentences about what
they see in the picture. This section is holistically scored.



Scoring Rubrics for Writing

o0 e GRADES 2-12, WIITING RUBRIC 0-3

sibe wholwhat is in s picuse and what is happening

Write Why—Student will make a choice and write two reasss in support of that decigon. (Do you prefer
rain or snow!)

Score Doscriptors of Scores
[ ERRORS PREVENT COMMUNICATION
No Englih word

Minimal or No. [ <1 4ocit know"

Conmamunicatio -

A repetition of an earlier response

The oaly clear English word{i) are copied from the item prompt of envimamental

Examiner’s

lsoksted Englivh wonds in 2 rrsponse that is otherwise incomprcheniible

A clearly off-topic response

e Guide, page 53

For Write About: no recopnizable sentence strucrare
1 ERRORS WITH C ATION

For Write About: Responae includes at least rudimen tary sentence structure sbjecy/

Beginning werb (“The 3 snsdent is”) (“The reacher explication a srudent”)

Commun bemtion | For Write Why: Response provides st lesst sne reasonable snywer 1o the question
“why!™ iy i a full sentence

e writnen (may be o geacral respone) and in satisfies the sk with or

i orc or both satisy the task bat with srious crrors that
stion {ipclling, miming words, incorrec wurh)

proenal responses

Response may be in rudimentary sentence strucrure
2 ERRORS DO NOT IMPEDE

Twes pespasses that clearly wtisfy the tak with one of more prammatical errars
Raale Towo flucar sespanes that both sasisfy the task and contain mumerous mechanical
Communication ermon (may include one general response)
3 FLUENT € ATION

Two flucnt responses that effectively communicare and may contain only a frw minor
Effective mechanical errors {missing periods, incorrec: or mising capitah, rus-on sentences
Commun ication | cauud by ovenue of “and.” comma splices. or miming commas or aposrophes,

and minor spelling errass that do not o e meaning)

D‘RC For Write Abaut: Complete wnsrnce required
g ) For Write Why: No complete sentence required

This scoring rubric is also found in the LAS Links Digital Library.

Utilize this scoring rubric for Write About, a 0 is given when no English word is
written, when the response is a repetition of the prompt, when the response is only
isolated words or is incomprehensible. A 1 provides isolated words or just one
sentence that relates to the prompt. A 1 is also given when the student writes two
sentences but one or both of the sentences have serious errors that interfere with
communication. A 2 is given when the student provides two sentences but have
numerous in errors including in grammar and mechanics, and a 3 is given when two
fluent responses are given that are effectively communicated and can contain very
minor errors in mechanics.



» » » Flow Chart: Write About, Write Why

Use 2 as your anchor
score

l

('//boes his answer satisfy the task by having written fwo sentences that relate to the prompt‘_;_‘““‘*,.
. 7/'

— o

4 A ¥ N
0 1 2 3
No Response Isolated Words Grammatical No Grammatical
HL (or just one sent.) Error(s) Present Error Present
(multiple mechanical errors  (minor mechanical errors
D T C {i.e. spelling) that impede may be present)
AT communication)

In addition to the rubric that is found in the examiner’s guide, you can use
this easy to use flowchart to break out the rubric into these specific
guestions. Use two as your anchor score and ask yourself the question,
“Does his answer satisfy the task by having written two sentences that relate
to the prompt?” If the answer is “yes, they wrote two sentences that relate to
the prompt” then they will score either a 2 or a 3. Second question, is there
one or more grammatical errors? If yes, then the score is a 2. If there are
two fluent responses with no grammatical errors, then the scoreisa 3. A
student can also achieve a 3 with a few mechanical errors that do not
confuse the meaning such as leaving the period off one of the sentences. If
there are many mechanical errors then the score given should be a 2.

If you answer no to the original anchor question, then a 1 if there are just
isolated words or a rudimentary sentence otherwise a 0.



®* ¢ Write About Scoring Practice

Write About 4-5

Student will write two sentences to describe who/ what is in a picture and what is happening.

# Sample Response Score Picture Prompt
1 | They taking a parctor. anm B od,
they sing and a char 1 =Y £ oo
2 | Afamily is spending the time in the Island
The photographer is taking a picture to the family. z
3 | Thay wot to take a pieor to renedor the trip. 5

They a picor to rendor the famly.

DRC

Locate the 4-5 Write About Scoring practice items.

ONSIGHT TRAINER: Do one at a time allowing group to read each answer and
have them call out their answers. Use your answer keys for the rationale for each
score.



s » » Writing Administration — Write Why

Students are asked to pick one of the two options and then write two
sentences about why they chose what they chose.

Practice B
Which of these animals would you choose for a pet? Circle one.

a rabhit a fish

Why did you choose that animal? Write two reasons.

1

2)

| Holistic Scoring |

DRC

The next section of writing is called Write Why. Students are asked to pick one of
the two options and then write two sentences about why they chose what they chose.

As you see the example on this screen, “Which of these animals would you choose
for a pet? Circle one. A rabbit. A fish. Why did you choose the animal? Write two
reasons.”



» » » Flow Chart: Write About, Write Why

Use 2 as your anchor
score

l

('//boes his answer satisfy the task by having written fwo sentences that relate to the prompt‘_;_‘““‘*,.
. 7/'

— o

4 A ¥ N
0 1 2 3
No Response Isolated Words Grammatical No Grammatical
HL (or just one sent.) Error(s) Present Error Present
(multiple mechanical errors  (minor mechanical errors
D T C {i.e. spelling) that impede may be present)
AT communication)

In addition to the rubric that is found in the examiner’s guide, you can use
this easy to use flowchart to break out the rubric into these specific
guestions. Use two as your anchor score and ask yourself the question,
“Does his answer satisfy the task by having written two sentences that relate
to the prompt?” If the answer is “yes, they wrote two sentences that relate to
the prompt” then they will score either a 2 or a 3. Second question, is there
one or more grammatical errors? If yes, then the score is a 2. If there are
two fluent responses with no grammatical errors, then the scoreisa 3. A
student can also achieve a 3 with a few mechanical errors that do not
confuse the meaning such as leaving the period off one of the sentences. If
there are many mechanical errors then the score given should be a 2.

If you answer no to the original anchor question, then a 1 if there are just
isolated words or a rudimentary sentence otherwise a 0.



¢+ Write Why Scoring Practice

Write Why 4-5

Student will make a choice and write two reasons in support of that decision.

# Sample Response Score Prompt
1 | the gitar is a good is a good interment
that why i pick it. 2 o g s
Because | like it and the Drums | dont itar drums
lik them. A S i Dk BT A i vt
2 | It make a better music than a Guitar. 2
It is more funer.
3 | Guita the father sing the Guita 1
My Fanther sing Guita

DRC

ONSITE TRAINER: Read the prompt.... Have participants read written response,
and then score together... Do more from handouts and worksheets as needed.



s » » Writing Administration — Write In Detail

+ Students read the topic then write what they want about it
+ Students should pay close attention to:
® organization
= use of detail
= correct spelling, grammar and sentence structure
WRITING  Wite in Detail

25 Think about a place you would like to go with your class. Write some sentences
to explain where you want to go and why you want to go there. Use details
and check your work

The final section of writing is called Write in Detail. Students read the topic then
write what they want about it. Students should pay close attention to organization,
use of detail, correct spelling, grammar and sentence structure.

Let me read this example to you as | know it can be difficult on this screen, “Think
about a place you would like to go with your class. Write some sentences to explain
where you want to go and why you want to go there. Use details and check your
work.”



GRADES 2-12. WRITING RUBRIC 0-4
Weite in Detall—Srudent will write 3 short composition

Score Descriptors of Scores

o One of the following:

Responsc catircly in & language other than English (HL)

Respanse in Englich thar does not rease 1o the prompt, inchading "1 doa's lnow”

Respanse with no correctly spellad English word
A single English word or only words copied from the item peompt or enviroamen ral

print
An off- wopic response .
1 Responae is an attempt to wtisfy the task and relates very minimally to the prompt

Reponsc contains ar leaw one or mose correaly spelled subsantve English words

Limited {oun oe verh) in phrases (a group of words relared oo each ocher that convey some -
Words mcaning of thought but are not cxprevad in 1 complete munner) Examlners
Resporue containg no complete sentence because wibiect or verh i mising or "
owples Guide,
Overall in unclear and typical of 1 trudent wha has
emergenr voeabulary page 53
2 Bespare is an attemgt to satisfy the task and relates at least minimally 1 the prompe

with limited expresion compared 1o 3 native writer

Sentence Response containg at least one of mose English sentences that incliasde subject and
Structure complete verb although grammar and spdling may be incorrect and puncmation may
b lacking

Response may need o be read scver| times w0 be undersood

Respanse may contain digremsns. repetitions. limited vocabularg o crrors in

grammar, word choice, spelling, and puncruation that interfere with all or part of the

3 Expresses content, description, action, and/or dialog clearly and yet with difficulry
comparcd to a native writer
Basic Expresses most ideas clearly but lacks the grammatical fluency of 2 mainstream writer

Commusleation [ g vorue may conmin digremions. repetitions. misming words. o error in vocbulary.
gramamar, spelling, and puncnation that do not impeds overall communication

Servbercas muy be run-on and sonnecosd by “and” or “and then”

4 Communication is clear and complere throughour with no errons in vocabualary or

gramanar thai ideatify a non-native writer, Exproses ideas, sontent, desription,
Native- like sctian, and/or dialog with precise vocabuliry and eue appraching a aative writer
Weiting Sentences may be simple or complex with only minor digressions, rpetitions, or

mechanical and prammatical ervoms which are acceprable in firn-draft work

- ] Any minor erron or digrevions do not interlere with the overall ease of expresion of
Di‘ C clarity of thought

Diifferences in handwriting do not interfere with clarity of communicative intent

This rubric is found in the Examiner’s Guide on page 53. Utilizing the scoring
rubric for Write in Detail, ask the question, does the answer have a storyline? A
beginning, middle and end? If the answer is yes, then you go to the yes side. If
there are errors throughout where now you are not only considering word choice
and word tense but also spelling and punctuation, errors throughout their entire
response, you will give it a 3. If there a few minor errors, similar to errors you
would find in a first draft essay, but not enough errors to impede communication,
you will give it a score of 4.

If you ask the question does the answer have a story line and the answer is no, go to
the no side. A 2 is given when at least one full sentence is given (even if it has
errors), a 1 is given when the response has at least one phrase, and a 0 is given for
isolated words, no response or a response entirely in a language other than English.



» » «Speaker Notes — Scoring: Write In Detail

Use 3 as your
anchor score

!

C Does the answer have a storyline? A beginning, middle and end? )
R‘“‘--_h_ P
Chul e
S~ Yes
’ | \
£ l L I/ A Y
1
0 . 1 4 \
Copied Isolated 1 Subject and 3 4
Words, No 1 Predicate )
, Errors Fluent with
Response, HL ! Throughout minor error(s)

n20 One full
D},C segfenl-tl:e

Here is the flow chart for Write in Detail. Ask the question, does the answer have a
storyline? A beginning, middle and end? If the answer is yes, then you go to the yes
side. If there are errors throughout where now you are not only considering word
choice and word tense but also spelling and punctuation, errors throughout their
entire response, you will give ita 3. If there a few minor errors, similar to errors
you would find in a first draft essay, but not enough errors to impede
communication, you will give it a score of 4.

If you ask the question does the answer have a story line and the answer is no, go to
the no side. A 2 is given when at least one full sentence is given (even if it has
errors), a 1 is given when the response has at least one phrase, and a 0 is given for
isolated words, no response or a response entirely in a language other than English.



» » » Write In Detail Scoring Practice

Write in Detail 4-5

Student will write a short composition.

# Sample Response Score Prompt

1 | My favorite activity is to play soccer. | like soccer because
..... Bemcon 8 cicon memad 8 Bl S coin Aloe bacmciion § hawas & Think sk o faeneda ambab
YUU Nave LU TUll, ailiu | IIRS LU TUTL AU UTuaunc | Hlave W IR CAAASL JUAE IOTWIRT OVETRY.

play with my friends. In soccer you can’t play by your self Wite some sentences to explain
why it is your favorite activity and

you have to pass. Also | like to slide for the ball. | pla i /
¥ . PR v 4 why you enjoy doing the actiity.
soccer because it's a little rough sport. | don’t like football Use detads and check e

hacauca it verv rouahe cnort and come naanle can oot

............ y roughs sport and some people can get
hurt. 1 enjoy playing soccer because I'm with my friends. In
soccer you have to use your brain to trick other players.
Also | like to practis my kicking. And check how powerful
by kick is.

2 | My favorite activity is singing and dancing. Because my 2
other wants | like singing and dancing.

DRC

ONSITE TRAINER: Read the prompt.... Have participants read written response,
and then score together...

Conduct inter-rater reliability activity (same steps as done before for Speaking).



