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Level 5 students communicate effectively in English, with few if any errors, across a wide range of grade-
level appropriate language demands in social, school, and academic contexts. The students command a 
high degree of productive and receptive control of lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse features 
when addressing new or familiar topics.
Level 5 students apply their language mastery to critically evaluate and synthesize written and oral 
information and to formulate hypotheses. Their facility with language allows them to analyze information, 
make sophisticated inferences, and explain their reasoning. They skillfully organize information for 
presentations and can express subtle nuances of meaning. They apply literary techniques such as 
identifying author tone and point of view and can tailor language to a particular purpose and audience.

Level 4 students communicate effectively in English, but with some errors, across a range of grade-level 
appropriate language demands in social, school, and academic contexts. The students exhibit productive 
and receptive control of lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse features when addressing new or 
familiar topics. 
Level 4 students interpret, analyze, and evaluate written and oral information, basing their responses 
on implicit and explicit context clues and information from personal and academic experiences. They 
adequately express themselves and organize their responses in logical and sequenced order. They 
distinguish nuances of meaning and incorporate idiomatic expressions and academic vocabulary.

Level 3 students communicate in English across a range of grade-level appropriate language demands 
in social, school, and academic contexts. However, errors interfere with their communication and 
comprehension. Repetition and clarification are often needed. The students exhibit a limited range 
of productive and receptive control of lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse features when 
addressing new or familiar topics.
Level 3 students use limited vocabulary when defining concepts across and within academic disciplines. 
They can compare, contrast, summarize, and relate text to graphic organizers. They decode words, 
apply grammar conventions, and use context clues to identify word meanings. They identify correct 
and incorrect use of basic grammar. Although their language is generally coherent, it lacks significant 
elaboration or detail. 

Level 2 students are developing the ability to communicate in English in social, school, and academic 
contexts. Errors frequently impede basic communication and comprehension. Their receptive and 
productive control of lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse features of English is emerging.
Early Intermediate students have minimal vocabulary and grammar skills. They identify, describe, and 
discuss simple pictorial or text prompts. Students interpret language related to familiar social, school, and 
academic topics. They make simple inferences and make simple comparisons. They restate rather than 
create original expressions. Restricted vocabulary and rudimentary grammar limit their expression and 
comprehension.

Level 1 students are starting to develop receptive and productive uses of English in social, school, and 
academic contexts. Their comprehension may be demonstrated nonverbally or through their native 
language rather than in English.



KINDER READING WRITING

1 
Beginning

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

 
2 

Early Interm
ediate

Early Intermediate students typically identify capital and lowercase 
letters in isolation and identify beginning, middle, and ending 
sounds. They identify main ideas and details in simple text, match  
text to pictures, and apply letter-sound relationships. Their restricted 
vocabulary and developing grammar limit comprehension.  Errors 
frequently impede comprehension.

Early Intermediate students copy simple words and sentences that 
describe pictures or respond to other prompts. Errors frequently 
impede communication.

3 
Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically decode words with short vowel 
sounds, match text to pictures, and recall details and main ideas 
in short passages. Students make simple inferences and recognize 
words that relate to spatial relationships. Errors interfere with 
comprehension.

Intermediate students typically write one or more words to 
describe a picture or respond to other prompts.  Students are 
beginning to recognize correct sentence format. Errors interfere with 
communication.

4 
Proficient

Proficient students typically identify rhyming words, match words to 
definitions or descriptions, make inferences, recall events from short 
passages, and read simple sentences independently. Errors do not 
interfere with comprehension.

Proficient students typically use correct basic grammar, capitalize 
the beginning of a sentence, and use correct ending punctuation 
in declarative, interrogative, and imperative sentences. They 
identify standard sentence structure and generate descriptive and 
explanatory sentences. Errors do not interfere with communication.

5 
Above Proficient

Above Proficient students typically use context clues to determine 
meanings of words and recall subtle details. They identify sequence 
in short passages and recognize words that relate to spatial 
relationships.

Above Proficient students typically write a complete sentence to 
describe a picture or respond to other prompts. They form regular 
plural nouns and possessive pronouns, and choose correct sentence-
ending punctuation. Communication is clear and complete, 
although content may contain minor errors.

PROFICIENCY LEVEL DESCRIPTORS – KINDERGARTEN



SPEAKING LISTENING KINDER

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

1 
Beginning

Early Intermediate students typically use basic vocabulary and 
simple phrases to name or describe common objects and express 
opinions or preferences in social and academic situations. They 
narrate a story related to a sequence of pictures about school-
related activities using basic vocabulary. Restricted vocabulary and 
developing grammar limit expression. Errors frequently impede 
communication.

Early Intermediate students typically follow some simple oral 
directions using knowledge of everyday tasks and basic academic 
vocabulary. They identify common shapes, letters, numbers, and 
familiar locations. They identify details in simple oral stories. 
Their restricted vocabulary and developing grammar limit 
comprehension. Errors frequently impede communication and 
comprehension.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use appropriate words and phrases 
when conducting transactions, making requests and asking for 
clarification in social and academic settings. They narrate a story 
related to a sequence of pictures about school-related activities 
using mostly accurate, although limited, vocabulary. They 
provide mostly clear information although errors interfere with 
communication.

Intermediate students typically follow simple oral directions 
and identify locations. They identify main ideas and make 
some inferences from simple oral stories. Errors interfere with 
communication and comprehension.

3 
Interm

ediate

Proficient students typically produce simple and accurate sentences 
when making requests and asking for clarifications. They use 
appropriate words and phrases to label and describe the purpose of 
less common objects. They narrate a story related to a sequence of 
pictures about school-related activities using accurate vocabulary. 
Minor errors do not interfere with communication.

Proficient students typically follow oral directions to distinguish the 
location of an object in relation to another object, recall details in 
an oral story, and make inferences. They identify main ideas in more 
complex stories.

4 
Proficient

Above Proficient students typically produce simple sentences and 
use correct grammar when making requests, asking for clarification, 
and describing situations. They narrate a story with extensive and 
accurate vocabulary and grammar appropriate to their age.

Above Proficient students typically recall details and sequence of 
events, and determine main ideas in oral stories that have advanced 
vocabulary.

5 
Above Proficient



Gr  1 READING WRITING

1 
Beginning

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Early Intermediate students typically identify capital and lowercase 
letters in isolation, identify beginning, middle, and ending sounds, 
and recall main ideas and important details in simple text. They 
apply letter-sound relationships.  Their restricted vocabulary and 
developing grammar limit comprehension. Errors frequently 
impede comprehension.

Early Intermediate students typically copy simple sentences and 
write one or more words to describe or explain a picture. They 
select grammatically correct sentences from a set of choices. Their 
restricted vocabulary and developing grammar limit expression. 
Errors frequently impede communication.

3 
Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically decode basic words and match text 
to pictures. Students make simple inferences and recognize words 
related to spatial relationships. Errors interfere with comprehension.

Intermediate students typically write words, phrases, or sentences 
that attempt to describe or explain a picture. They are beginning to 
recognize sentences illustrating correct grammar, proper subject/
verb agreement, and correct pluralization and capitalization. They 
have limited range of vocabulary knowledge. Errors interfere with 
communication.

4 
Proficient

Proficient students typically identify rhyming words, match basic 
text to pictures, make inferences, recall details and main ideas in 
short passages, and read simple sentences independently. Errors do 
not interfere with comprehension.

Proficient students typically use correct basic grammar, capitalize 
the beginning of a sentence, and use correct ending punctuation 
in declarative, interrogative, and imperative sentences. They 
identify standard sentence structure and generate descriptive and 
explanatory sentences. Errors do not interfere with communication.

5 
Above Proficient

Above Proficient students use context clues to determine meanings 
of words, recall subtle details, and determine sequence in short 
passages. They use interpretation and inference to comprehend a 
story. Students recognize words that relate to spatial relationships.

Above Proficient students typically write a complete sentence 
to describe a picture or respond to other prompts. They form 
regular plural nouns and possessive pronouns, and choose 
correct sentence-ending punctuation. Communication is clear and 
complete, although content may contain minor errors.

PROFICIENCY LEVEL DESCRIPTORS – GRADE 1



SPEAKING LISTENING Gr  1

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

1 
Beginning

Early Intermediate students typically use basic vocabulary and 
simple phrases to name or describe common objects and express 
opinions or preferences in social and academic situations. They 
narrate a story related to a sequence of pictures about school-
related activities using basic vocabulary. Restricted vocabulary and 
developing grammar limit expression. Errors frequently impede 
communication.

Early Intermediate students typically follow some simple oral 
directions using knowledge of everyday tasks and basic academic 
vocabulary. They identify common shapes, letters, numbers, and 
familiar locations. They identify details in simple oral stories. Their 
restricted vocabulary and developing grammar limit comprehension. 
Errors frequently impede communication and comprehension.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use appropriate words and phrases 
when conducting transactions, making requests and asking for 
clarification in social and academic settings. They narrate a story 
related to a sequence of pictures about school-related activities 
using mostly accurate, although limited, vocabulary. They 
provide mostly clear information although errors interfere with 
communication.

Intermediate students typically follow simple oral directions 
and identify locations. They identify main ideas and make 
simple inferences from simple oral stories. Errors interfere with 
communication and comprehension.

3 
Interm

ediate

Proficient students typically produce simple and accurate sentences 
when making requests and asking for clarifications. They use 
appropriate words and phrases to label and describe the purpose of 
less common objects. They narrate a story related to a sequence of 
pictures about school-related activities using accurate vocabulary. 
Minor errors do not interfere with communication.

Proficient students typically follow oral directions to distinguish the 
location of an object in relation to another object, recall details in 
an oral story, and draw inferences. They identify main ideas in more 
complex stories.

4 
Proficient

Above Proficient students typically produce simple sentences 
and use correct grammar when making requests and conducting 
transactions in the classroom or describing familiar social situations 
or a process. They narrate a story with extensive and accurate 
vocabulary and grammar appropriate to their age.

Above Proficient students typically recall details and the sequence of 
events, and determine main ideas in oral stories that have advanced 
vocabulary. 

5 
Above Proficient



GR 2-3 READING WRITING

1 
Beginning

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and 
productive skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and 
productive skills in English.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Early Intermediate students typically understand word meanings 
and synonyms, possess basic knowledge of morphemes and 
syllables, identify one- syllable words, recognize simple rhyming 
words, and make simple inferences. Errors frequently impede 
comprehension.

Early Intermediate students typically describe, explain, or express 
ideas in sentences. They make simple comparisons. Students 
demonstrate basic vocabulary knowledge and grammar skills such 
as use of auxiliary verbs, verb tenses, and conjunctions. Errors 
frequently impede communication.

3 
Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically match words to definitions 
or descriptions, interpret words and basic phrases, and apply 
knowledge of morphemes and syllables. They recall stated details 
and main ideas, make inferences, and determine characters' 
feelings. Errors interfere with comprehension.

Intermediate students typically respond to various prompts 
or pictures using multiple sentences. Students make simple 
predictions and express some opinions in response to pictures. 
Meaning is somewhat clear although vocabulary may be limited. 
They identify appropriate verb forms and articles based on 
contextual clues. Errors interfere with communication.
 

4 
Proficient

Proficient students typically identify synonyms of social and 
academic vocabulary and interpret words and phrases. They use 
context clues to determine meaning, recall implicit details and 
main ideas, make complex inferences, identify literary features, 
and transfer concepts to new situations. Errors do not interfere with 
comprehension.

Proficient students typically make predictions and express opinions 
in response to pictures using complete sentences. They use correct 
auxiliary verb forms and verb tenses and correctly use writing 
conventions such as capitalization and punctuation. They organize 
and write responses in logical and sequential order. Errors do not 
interfere with communication. 
 
 
 

5 
Above Proficient

Above Proficient students typically identify two-syllable words 
and rhyming words written with digraphs, use common multiple-
meaning words, and recognize synonyms. They determine story 
sequence and details of fictional and academic texts, make 
generalizations, and use self-monitoring techniques to check for 
understanding. 
 

Above Proficient students typically write fluently to a variety of 
pictures, prompts, or purposes with precise vocabulary and ease 
of expression. They use correct verb tenses and subject/verb 
agreement, appropriate articles and punctuation. Responses 
contain few digressions or repetitions. Communication is clear and 
complete, though it may contain minor errors.

PROFICIENCY LEVEL DESCRIPTORS – GRADES 2-3



SPEAKING LISTENING GR 2-3

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

1 
Beginning

Early Intermediate students typically use basic vocabulary and 
grammar, and simple phrases or sentences to make requests or 
comparisons, ask questions, express opinions or preferences, or 
describe a sequence of pictures about familiar events and situations. 
Errors frequently impede communication.

Early Intermediate students typically follow simple oral directions 
and identify high-frequency vocabulary. They identify a few details 
and make simple inferences from oral stories. Errors frequently 
impede communication and comprehension.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use appropriate words and phrases 
when expressing a preference, asking questions, providing 
information and explanations, naming common objects, and 
describing common functions. They produce mostly accurate 
sentences when narrating simple stories about familiar events and 
situations. Errors interfere with communication.

Intermediate students typically understand a limited range of 
vocabulary. They recall details, identify main ideas, and draw 
inferences in more complex oral stories. Errors interfere with 
communication and comprehension.

3 
Interm

ediate

Proficient students typically produce complete sentences with few 
grammatical and vocabulary errors when describing situations, 
explaining their reasoning, or narrating a story. They use broad 
vocabulary to accurately express opinions or preferences and 
ask appropriate questions. Minor errors do not interfere with 
communication.

Proficient students typically understand academic vocabulary 
and follow some complex directions. They recall subtle details, 
determine main ideas, and identify speaker purpose.

4 
Proficient

Above Proficient students typically produce sentences with 
sophisticated vocabulary and correct grammar when providing 
information, describing situations, or explaining their reasoning.

Above Proficient students typically recall details and sequence of 
events, and determine main ideas in oral stories that have advanced 
vocabulary.

5 
Above Proficient



Gr 4-5 READING WRITING

1 
Beginning

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Early Intermediate students typically interpret basic words and 
phrases and identify some main ideas and details in simple text. 
Errors frequently impede comprehension.

Early Intermediate students typically write sentences using basic 
vocabulary and grammar to describe and discuss text, interpret 
graphic organizers, and compare and contrast information. Errors 
in organization, grammar, word choice, and mechanics frequently 
impede communication.

3 
Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use knowledge of high-frequency 
affixes to determine word meanings. They recall main ideas and 
stated details in text, and interpret simple words and phrases. Errors 
interfere with comprehension.

Intermediate students typically respond appropriately to various 
verbal prompts or graphic organizers by using complete sentences 
that exhibit correct basic grammar. Meaning is somewhat clear, 
although vocabulary may be limited. They demonstrate a grasp of 
pronouns, prepositions, auxiliary verbs and verb tenses. Errors in 
organization, grammar, word choice, and mechanics interfere with 
communication.

4 
Proficient

Proficient students typically use knowledge of more advanced 
affixes to determine word meanings. They identify synonyms, use 
context clues to determine word meanings, and interpret slightly 
complex words and phrases. They read for specific information in 
graphic organizers, make inferences from information, and draw 
conclusions.  Errors do not interfere with comprehension.

Proficient students typically write complete sentences with mostly 
accurate vocabulary and grammar that demonstrates appropriate 
use of punctuation, prepositional phrases, and other conventions. 
They summarize passages; interpret, compare, and contrast 
information from graphic organizers and from implicit and explicit 
context clues; and organize and write responses to open-ended 
questions in logical and sequential order. Errors do not interfere 
with communication.

5 
Above Proficient

Above Proficient students typically identify synonyms and antonyms 
of less familiar words and interpret complex words and phrases. 
They use prediction, determine story sequence, and use self-
monitoring techniques to check for understanding.

Above Proficient students typically write fluently in response to a 
variety of prompts and purposes. They skillfully organize, interpret, 
summarize, and evaluate information from texts and graphic 
organizers. Communication is clear and complete, though it may 
contain minor errors.

PROFICIENCY LEVEL DESCRIPTORS – GRADES 4-5



SPEAKING LISTENING Gr 4-5

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

1 
Beginning

Early Intermediate students typically use basic vocabulary and 
grammar and simple sentences to identify common objects and 
describe their function, provide basic information, make requests, 
ask questions, and express opinions or preferences. They construct 
a narrative from a sequence of pictures about familiar events and 
school-related activities and compare and contrast information 
found in texts and graphic organizers using basic vocabulary. Errors 
frequently impede communication.

Early Intermediate students typically follow some simple oral 
directions and understand common vocabulary and idiomatic 
expressions. They identify details. Errors frequently impede 
communication and comprehension.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use  appropriate words and phrases 
and complete sentences when making requests, expressing 
opinions or preferences, providing information, and describing 
locations. They construct a narrative from a sequence of pictures 
and compare and contrast information found in texts and graphic 
organizers using mostly accurate, although limited, vocabulary. 
Errors interfere with communication.

Intermediate students typically follow oral directions and interpret 
both basic vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. They identify 
some main ideas and make simple inferences from passages and 
understand details within graphic organizers. Errors interfere with 
communication and comprehension. 3 

Interm
ediate

Proficient students typically produce complete sentences when 
providing information, asking questions, explaining a process, 
expressing an opinion, and narrating a story. They organize 
responses in logical and sequential order. They accurately identify 
and compare and contrast features of less common objects. Minor 
errors do not interfere with communication

Proficient students typically follow multistep directions using 
academic vocabulary, recall details, identify main ideas, and 
determine sequence of steps in classroom discussions and lessons. 
They make inferences from more complex oral stories and interpret 
tables and other graphic organizers. 4 

Proficient

Above Proficient students typically produce sentences with 
sophisticated vocabulary and correct grammar when providing 
information, describing situations, asking questions, expressing 
opinions and subtle nuances of meanings, and explaining processes 
and their reasoning. They create a detailed and structured narrative.

Above Proficient students typically follow directions that use verb 
phrases and determine key information to summarize a task. They 
recall subtle details, identify main ideas and speaker purpose, and 
make sophisticated inferences from classroom discussions and 
lessons. 5 

Above Proficient



Gr. 6-8 READING WRITING

1 
Beginning

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Early Intermediate students typically follow simple oral directions 
and understand common vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. 
They identify some details. Errors frequently impede comprehension.

Early Intermediate students typically write complete sentences using 
basic vocabulary and grammar to describe, explain, or compare 
verbal or graphic prompts. They respond to simple open-ended 
questions and summarize simple passages. Errors in organization, 
grammar, word choice, and mechanics frequently impede 
communication.

3 
Interm

ediate

Intermediate students identify synonyms of familiar social and 
academic vocabulary and interpret common idiomatic expressions 
using context clues. They distinguish main ideas from supporting 
details and make inferences from clues in text. Errors interfere with 
comprehension.

Intermediate students typically write complete sentences to 
describe, explain, or compare or contrast verbal or graphic prompts. 
They write responses to open-ended questions and summarize 
passages. They use sentence-ending punctuation, pronouns, 
prepositional phrases, auxiliary verbs and verb tenses. Responses 
have limited range of vocabulary. Errors in organization, grammar, 
word choice, and mechanics interfere with communication.

4 
Proficient

Proficient students interpret idioms and determine synonyms of 
grade- level words. They recall stated and implicit details in a variety 
of genres, identify specific information in graphic organizers, and 
determine main ideas in fiction and academic texts. They analyze 
the structure of texts and identify literary techniques.  Errors do not 
interfere with comprehension.

Proficient students typically write logically- sequenced responses 
that incorporate idiomatic expressions and convey original thought 
in response to open-ended prompts. They accurately interpret 
pictures or graphical information. They use correct verb tense and 
agreement, subordinating conjunctions, capitalization, punctuation, 
and adjective and adverb placement. Errors do not interfere with 
communication.

5 
Above Proficient

Above Proficient students typically identify synonyms and antonyms, 
interpret less familiar idiomatic expressions, apply word definitions, 
and restate meanings in variant language.  They prioritize main and 
supporting details, and read closely to make logical inferences. They 
use prediction to read fluently and to identify author’s purpose and 
literary techniques.

Above Proficient students typically craft original responses to 
prompts, fluently conveying sequenced logical exposition.  Students 
respond to open-ended questions requiring them to extrapolate 
from information indicated in prompts, interpret and synthesize 
complex information from graphic organizers, draw sophisticated 
inferences, explain reasoning, and express and support opinions. 
Minor errors are possible, but generally negligible.

PROFICIENCY LEVEL DESCRIPTORS – GRADES 6-8



SPEAKING LISTENING Gr. 6-8

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

1 
Beginning

Early Intermediate students typically produce simple sentences 
using basic vocabulary and grammar when describing social 
situations, giving instructions, and identifying locations. They 
construct a narrative from a sequence of pictures about familiar 
events and school-related activities and compare and contrast 
information found in texts and graphic organizers. Errors frequently 
impede communication.

Early Intermediate students typically follow simple oral directions 
and understand common vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. 
They identify details. Errors frequently impede communication and 
comprehension.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use appropriate words and phrases 
and complete sentences when expressing opinions, providing 
information, conducting transactions, or describing common 
functions. They describe common social situations and narrate 
simple stories. Grammatical or vocabulary errors interfere with 
communication, but the intended meaning is somewhat clear.

Intermediate students typically follow multistep directions that use 
academic vocabulary. They recall details from class discussions or 
short oral stories and identify the main purpose of conversation. 
They interpret graphic organizers and extrapolate conclusions 
from discussions. Errors interfere with communication and 
comprehension.

3 
Interm

ediate

Proficient students typically produce complete sentences to express 
opinions, provide information, conduct transactions, make a request, 
explain processes, give instructions, and describe social situations. 
They produce generally fluent narratives with some hesitations or 
self-corrections that do not obscure meaning. They organize responses 
in logical and sequential order and incorporate idiomatic expressions. 
Speech is coherent and clear but lacks elaboration or detail. 
 
 

Proficient students typically follow complex multistep directions. 
They determine main ideas, make inferences from directions, draw 
simple conclusions and predict logical outcomes in oral stories. 
They understand metaphorical language and uncommon idiomatic 
expressions, and recognize technical academic vocabulary.

4 
Proficient

Above Proficient students typically produce sentences with 
sophisticated vocabulary and correct grammar and subtle nuances 
of meaning, when expressing opinions, providing information, 
making requests, identifying and describing objects, and explaining 
processes and their reasoning. They produce detailed narratives 
of complex structure and skillfully organize information for 
presentations.

Above Proficient students typically follow complex instructions, recall 
subtle details, determine and evaluate key information to summarize 
a task, and make sophisticated inferences and predictions from 
classroom discussions or lengthy oral stories. They understand 
increasingly abstract idiomatic expressions, locate new information 
in a wider context, and distinguish relevant from extraneous 
information. 
 
 

5 
Above Proficient



Gr 9-12 READING WRITING

1 
Beginning

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Early intermediate students recall simple information from text, 
identify main ideas and supporting details, and make simple 
inferences. They identify common idiomatic expressions and 
paraphrase passages. Errors frequently impede comprehension.

Early Intermediate students typically write complete sentences using 
basic vocabulary and grammar to express ideas. They compare and 
summarize information found in texts or graphic organizers. They 
demonstrate a basic knowledge of auxiliary verbs, pronouns, and 
conjunctions. Errors in organization, grammar, word choice, and 
mechanics frequently impede communication.

3 
Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use knowledge of high-frequency 
affixes and context clues to determine word meanings and identify 
synonyms of high-frequency social and academic vocabulary. From 
a simple narrative, they recall stated and implicit details, distinguish 
main ideas, compare and contrast information, draw conclusions, and 
make some inferences. Errors interfere with comprehension.

Intermediate students typically use correct basic grammar and begin 
to demonstrate use of conjunctions in compound sentences. They 
summarize texts and analyze information in graphic organizers. 
Meaning is somewhat clear, although vocabulary may be limited. 
Errors interfere with communication.

4 
Proficient

Proficient students typically draw complex conclusions from lengthy 
passages and distinguish nuances of meanings. They interpret 
alternate expressions of ideas, analyze the organization of passages, 
and identify theme, tone, and author purpose. Errors do not interfere 
with comprehension.

Proficient students typically write fluently, using complete sentences 
with accurate vocabulary to interpret texts and graphical information, 
while distinguishing nuances of meaning. They incorporate idiomatic 
expressions and produce responses to open- ended questions and 
write summaries and comparisons that correctly use verb forms, 
capitalization, punctuation, and advanced grammar. Responses 
exhibit minor errors in grammar and content organization that do not 
interfere with communication.

5 
Above Proficient

Above Proficient students recognize uncommon synonyms, subtle 
gradations of meanings using context clues, and unfamiliar 
idioms. They use prediction to read fluently, make inferences from 
challenging texts, synthesize text, recognize literary techniques, and 
use self-monitoring techniques to check for understanding.

Above Proficient students typically write using precise, sophisticated, 
and varied vocabulary. They demonstrate fluent and varied 
expression; express subtle nuances of meaning; and expand 
responses to prompts using related background knowledge. Minor 
errors are possible, but generally negligible.

PROFICIENCY LEVEL DESCRIPTORS – 9-12



SPEAKING LISTENING Gr 9-12

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive and productive 
skills in English.

1 
Beginning

Early Intermediate students typically produce simple sentences 
using basic vocabulary and grammar when interpreting language 
related to social, school, and academic contexts, explaining personal 
preferences or describing a sequence of pictures about familiar 
events and social situations. Minimal vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge and errors frequently impede communication.

Early Intermediate students typically follow multistep directions. 
They identify main ideas and make simple inferences and draw 
conclusions. Errors frequently impede communication and 
comprehension.

 

2 
Early Interm

ediate

Intermediate students typically use appropriate words and phrases 
and complete sentences when providing information, expressing 
preferences, conducting transactions, and describing personal 
experiences. They describe social situations, give instructions, 
and narrate a simple story. Intended meaning is mostly clear, but 
sometimes requires comprehension-check questions. They are 
capable of communicating some nuances of meaning. Grammatical 
or vocabulary errors interfere with communication, but the intended 
meaning is clear.

Intermediate students typically interpret simple academic 
vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. They extrapolate logical 
outcomes, place new information in a broader context, and recall 
details from classroom discussions or oral stories. Errors interfere 
with communication and comprehension.

3 
Interm

ediate

Proficient students typically use complete sentences to express 
opinions, explain processes, conduct transactions, and describe 
personal experiences. They use accurate vocabulary and grammar 
to describe the purpose of less common objects and fluently narrate 
stories with creative detail. They organize responses in logical and 
sequential order and incorporate idiomatic expressions. They convey 
subtle distinctions through rich, specific, and varied vocabulary.

Proficient students typically interpret idiomatic expressions and 
complex academic vocabulary and concepts. They distinguish 
essential details and nuances of meaning, synthesize answers 
from fragmentary information, and determine key information to 
summarize a task from complex narratives and discussions. 4 

Proficient

Above Proficient students typically produce complex sentences 
with sophisticated and precise vocabulary and correct grammar. 
They convey detailed academic content and expressive nuances of 
meaning and skillfully organize information for presentations.

Above Proficient students typically interpret more complex grammar 
and academic vocabulary to follow complex instructions. They use 
context clues to interpret new vocabulary and draw conclusions 
about a character in an oral story. They distinguish subtleties of 
tone and point of view, recall extensive details, grasp abstract and 
uncommon idiomatic expressions, and analyze the structure of oral 
passages.

5 
Above Proficient
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