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Purpose of this Session

Obtain a better understanding of the preLAS data you generated during the 
identification process to:

• Gain a better understanding of students’ Oral and Pre-Literacy proficiency

• Go beyond identification and inform instruction

• Provide you with resources and activities available to you and your students that
will promote student language (at no additional cost!)
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preLAS Data Point Definitions

• preLAS provides 5- oral proficiency levels:

• Level 1: Non-English Speaker

• Level 2: Limited English Speaker

• Level 3: Limited English Speaker

• Level 4: Fluent English Speaker

• Level 5: Fluent English Speaker

• preLAS provides 3- pre-literacy proficiency levels

• Level 1: Low

• Level 2: Mid-Level

• Level 3: High
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Student Proficiency Report
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Additional data is provided at no additional charge if the 

Pre-Literacy component is administered.

Note: The pre-literacy component is available as an 

optional online component, but it

DOES NOT FACTOR INTO ENGLISH LEARNER 

IDENTIFICATION

Per State and Federal Guidelines

preK3, preK4, Kindergarten

• If a student receives a 1, 2 or 3 Oral Language

proficiency level, they are to be classified as an

Emergent Bilingual.

• If a student receives a 4 or 5 Oral Language

proficiency level – they are to be considered Fluent -

not to be identified as an Emergent Bilingual.

Student Proficiency Report
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Page 2:

Provides Cut-Off Levels and 

Interpretation of Scores as well as a 

break down of student performance 

within each component.
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LAS Links Overall Proficiency Level Definitions

Activity: 

• Examine the PLDs and underline key words
and phrases for each level.

• Using your student proficiency reports, chart
your students within their Oral and Preliteracy
proficiency levels.

• What are some trends you are seeing among
your students?

• Are you finding a range of student proficiencies
within individual levels?

• What data do we have to get even more
granular to know where to focus our whole group
and individual instruction?
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Determining Instruction Based on Student Results
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Using this data:

• Examine each students’ performance on

each part of the Oral Language and/or the

Pre-Literacy component

• LEAs should set their “threshold”

• Implement strategies for students who fall

below the threshold you have established
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• Available for download (at no additional cost!) from the Parent and Teacher Resources page

at http://laslinks.com/PDFs/preLAS_Instructional_Strategies.pdf

• Teaching activities and strategies designed for preK and Kindergarten classrooms

• Strategies promote oral language (39 strategies) and pre-literacy growth (40 strategies)

preLAS Instructional Strategies
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preLAS Oral Language Component:  5 Parts

10

Multiple strategies that focus on all 5 parts of the preLAS Oral 

Language component:  

1. Simon Says

2. Art Show

3. Say What You Hear

4. The Human Body

5. Let’s Tell Stories
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http://laslinks.com/PDFs/preLAS_Instructional_Strategies.pdf
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Targeted Strategy:
Simon Says
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COMPONENT:  Simon Says

CONTENT TESTED:  Receptive 

Language – Listening Comprehension

Ability to follow oral directions

Targeted Strategy: 
Simon Says
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to follow oral directions

Simon Says tests receptive language, listening 

comprehension, following directions, and total physical 

response (TPR).

• This part of the test utilizes simple directives typically

encountered in early kindergarten classrooms.

• The strategy encourages the use of picture books that

provide content on following directions such as Move

Your Body! My Exercise Tips by Gina Bellisario.

• The goal of this strategy is to

provide students with opportunities to

develop their ability to follow oral

directions.
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Targeted Strategy:  
Art Show and The Human Body
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to produce oral 

vocabulary and verb phrases at appropriate level of 

development

This page provides 4 distinct strategies:

• Teach students to rate their knowledge of a word.

• Post phrases used in the classroom.

• Teach and post sentence starters.

• Utilize the language experience approach

Targeted Strategy:  
Say What You Hear
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to repeat specific 

morphological and syntactical features

This page provides 2 distinct strategies to expose 

students to rhythm, rhyme and repetition of the 

English language.

The strategies, throughout the guide, provide links 

to  supplemental videos to assist teachers to pre-

teach or reinforce concepts. 
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Targeted Strategy: 
Let’s Tell Stories

Focus of the Strategy: Ability to produce 

complete sentences.

This section provides teachers with strategies to 

engage students to ask questions using complete 

sentences, share ideas with other students in small 

groups building confidence to communicate in 

larger groups as their language continues to 

develop.

preLAS Pre-Literacy Component Strategies:  6 Categories
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Multiple strategies that focus on all 6 categories of the 

preLAS Pre-Literacy component:  

1. Letter Recognition

2. Number Recognition

3. Color Recognition

4. Recognition of  Geometric Shapes and Spatial

Relationships

5. Reading: Sight Words

6. Writing: Grammatical Constructions
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Targeted Strategy:
Letter Recognition

17

Focus of the Strategy: Ability to 

identify uppercase and lowercase 

letters.

Again, we will utilize the Language 

Experience Approach by having 

students engage in a classroom 

experience or activity that they will 

share with the group.

The strategy provides step-by-step 

directions on how to implement this 

strategy.
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Throughout the 

resource there are 

links to additional 

lessons and videos!

Strategy Links
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Targeted Strategy:
Number Recognition
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to 

identify numbers.

It is critical that as students learn 

new concepts or skills, they be 

scaffolded.

Scaffolding is a method teachers 

can use to offer support to 

students.

This guide provides a list of 

strategies that demonstrate the use 

of scaffolding to ensure student 

success as they develop their 

ability to identify numbers.  

Targeted Strategy:
Number Concepts
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to 

conceptualize numbers.

Emergent Bilinguals are visual and 

kinesthetic learners.  

Krashen’s Input Hypothesis Theory states 

that a meaningful interaction with 

language is a crucial and necessary 

ingredient in language acquisition.

This guide provides several strategies to 

support emergent bilinguals in their 

acquisition of language as they 

conceptualize numbers.
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Targeted Strategy:
Recognition of “Sight Words”
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to 

identify common sight words.

This resource will also provide 

strategies to promote students’ 

ability to

• Identify common sight words

• Dictation of sight words

• Writing sight words for

dictation

Thank you!

22

• Strategies are available for download (at no additional cost!) from the Parent and
Teacher Resources page at http://laslinks.com/PDFs/preLAS_Instructional_Strategies.pdf

• Later today you will receive a link to this presentation and to a survey for your feedback
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