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LAS Links Paper
Administration Training
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Training Agenda
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✓ Purpose of LAS Links Testing

✓ Program Overview

✓ Training Part 1: Pre-test activities (preparing to test)

✓ Training Part 2: Administering the test

✓ Training Part 3: Post-test activities (scoring and reporting)
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TEA Video: The Process for Serving English Learners

3https://www.txel.org/media/odafmp2j/english-learners-video.mp4

What is the LAS Battery of Assessments?

4

Meets the first step requirement for serving English learners (Emergent Bilinguals): 
Assessing with a Proficiency Assessment
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https://www.txel.org/media/odafmp2j/english-learners-video.mp4
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Texas Emergent Bilingual Identification: Program Overview
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Grade Level Approved Assessment(s) for Identification:

preK3, preK4, 
Kindergarten

• preLAS English Form C
• preLAS Español Form C
• Available in Online or Paper formats

1st Grade • LAS Links Form A
• Speaking and Listening Only
• Available in Online or Paper formats

2nd – 12th

Grade
• LAS Links Form A
• Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing
• Available in Online or Paper formats

1st – 6th

Grade*
• LAS Links Español Form A
• Speaking and Listening
• Available in Online or Paper formats

6

Training Part 1: 
Pre-Test Activities

Activity 1:
Accessing the INSIGHT 

Portal and DRC’s 
Professional Learning 

Courses

5
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Accessing the DRC INSIGHT Portal

Use the INSIGHT portal 
for Test Administrative 
functions such as 
professional learning, 
rostering students, 
creating test sessions, 
scoring student responses 
and for On-Demand 
reporting.
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www.drcedirect.com

Portal Activation Email

• Sent from: no-reply@datarecognitioncorp.com

• Check your clutter/spam if you do not find the email in your inbox
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http://www.drcedirect.com/
mailto:no-reply@datarecognitioncorp.com
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Logging into the Portal

• Click on “Forgot your password?” if unable to locate your welcome email
• Your Username is your email address
• If the system does recognize you as a User, please check with your LEA director

who will need to add you as a User to the portal.
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Accessing the Professional Learning Courses

Click on MY APPLICATIONS >> Professional Learning:
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Professional Learning Courses

DRC’s Professional Learning is a system designed to provide LEAs with a single 
robust, integrated platform of preLAS and LAS Links training courses. This virtual 
training platform, available 24/7, provides 6 courses.
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No enrollment code 
is needed.  Simply 
scroll down the page 
to see all available 
courses.

Professional Learning Courses

• Each course is its own individual course so test administrators may take any or all
of the courses based on their assessment assignment(s);

• Test administrators will receive a certificate of calibration once they receive a
90% or better on the “check your knowledge” and “scoring calibration” quizzes
associated with each course.
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Training Part 1: 
Pre-Test Activities

Activity 2:
Identifying and Gathering 
the Appropriate LAS Links 

Test Materials

Texas Emergent Bilingual Identification: Program Overview

14

Grade Level Approved Assessment(s) for Identification:

preK3, preK4, 
Kindergarten

• preLAS English Form C
• preLAS Español Form C
• Available in Online or Paper formats

1st Grade • LAS Links Form A
• Speaking and Listening Only
• Available in Online or Paper formats

2nd – 12th

Grade
• LAS Links Form A
• Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing
• Available in Online or Paper formats

1st – 6th

Grade*
• LAS Links Español Form A
• Speaking and Listening
• Available in Online or Paper formats
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Materials Needed for Testing

15

Grade Span Student Materials Teacher Materials

1 Student Book Cue Book, Listening CD (or Audio Files)

Examiner’s Guide

Student Profile Sheet (for Grades 1-12)

Interpretation Guide(for Grades 1-12)

2-3 Student Book Cue Book, Listening CD (or Audio Files)

Examiner’s Guide

Student Profile Sheet (for Grades 1-12)

Interpretation Guide(for Grades 1-12)

4-5 Student Book

Student Answer Book

Listening CD (or Audio Files)

Examiner’s Guide

Student Profile Sheet (for Grades 1-12)

Interpretation Guide(for Grades 1-12)

6-8 Student Book

Student Answer Book

Listening CD (or Audio Files)

Examiner’s Guide

Student Profile Sheet (for Grades 1-12)

Interpretation Guide(for Grades 1-12)

9-12 Student Book

Student Answer Book

Listening CD CD (or Audio Files)

Examiner’s Guide

Student Profile Sheet (for Grades 1-12)

Interpretation Guide(for Grades 1-12)

Test Materials 

Grades 1 – 3 
Cue Books

16

Grades 4 – 12
Student Books

Grades 1 – 12
Student Answer Books
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Training Part 2: 
Administering 

LAS Links

Includes Holistic Scoring 
Training

Estimated Testing Time

18

Subtest Area Estimated Time Grade Level

Speaking
10 minutes

Individual Testing when Utilizing Paper
1 - 12

Listening
15 minutes

Group and/or Individual Testing
1 - 12

Reading
35-45 minutes

Group and/or Individual Testing
2 - 12

Writing
35-45 minutes

Group and/or Individual Testing
2 - 12

17
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Student Answer Book

19

LAS Links Examiner’s Guide

20
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LAS Links Speaking

Administered One-to-One

Grades 1 - 12

21

Speaking Test Content

Speaking:

• Speak in Words

• Speak in Sentences

• Make Conversation

• Tell a Story

For grades 1-3, examiners will 
utilize the cue picture books for 
student picture prompts while 
grades 4-12 picture prompts are 
found in the student books also 
referred to as the Student books 
with cue pictures on the order 
form.

22
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Part 1: Speak In Words

23

Speak in Words – Sample Responses 

24

This chart is found on 
page 44 of the 4-5 
Examiner’s Guide
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Stopping Due to Insufficient Language

25

Please note, that if the student does not 
respond, or has no correct responses for 
items 1-3, you may go on to Speak in 
Sentences.  You may not stop testing all 
together as you must attempt to 
administer all sections of speaking.

Every section in speaking has a clear stop 
point.  

Part 2: Speak in Sentences

26
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Handouts and Worksheets

27

Speak in Sentences Rubric

Examiner’s Guide Page 43

28
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Speak in Sentences Flow Chart

Speak in Sentences Flow Chart
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Speak in Sentences Scoring Practice

Speak in Sentences – Number 15

32
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Part 3: Make Conversation

33
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Make Conversation Flow Chart
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Make Conversation Scoring Practice

Speaking Part 4: Tell a Story

Students are asked to tell the story 
that they see in the pictures. 

Students are scored a 0-4 based on 
a rubric.
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Tell a Story Rubric

Tell a Story Flow Chart
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Tell a Story Scoring Practice

Documenting Student Responses

Be sure to transcribe student verbal 
responses in order to provide supporting 
evidence to the score you determine for 
the student response.

40
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LAS Links Listening

May be group administered.

Grades 1 - 12

41

All Listening items are multiple choice in format and evaluate listening comprehension of 
stated facts, inference and critical thinking skills.

Listening (1st – 12th Grade)

• Listen for Information
• Listen in the Classroom
• Listen and Comprehend

41
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Student Answer Documents Grades 1-12

43

Student Books – Grades 4-12

44
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LAS Links Listening Audio Files

Utilize the Audio CD or audio files to play the prompts

45

Stopping the Test Due to Insufficient Language

46

Per the TEA:

• Students must be given the opportunity to attempt all assigned subtests per the
requirements set forth for the purpose of the identification of Emergent Bilinguals.

• At no time, can a student be labeled “unable to test due to language” without being
allowed to attempt each subtest they are assigned.

• For each subtest, trained test administrators must give students as much time as they
need, as long as they are working on the test.

• If, after a reasonable amount of time, a student appears to not be actively engaged in
the subtest they are being presented, a trained test administrator may use his/her
professional discretion and may stop the subtest and move the student on to the next
subtest.

• Stopping the test must be documented and provided to the LPAC for consideration.

45
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LAS Links Listening

Students in grades 1-3 mark their 
answers directly in their student books 

(no transfer).

47

Students in grades 4-12 
mark their answers in 
their student answer 
books.

Grading the Listening

48
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LAS Links Reading

May be group administered.

Grades 2 - 12

49

• Analyze Words

• Read Words

• Read for Understanding

All Reading items are multiple choice in format and evaluate reading comprehension 
and critical thinking skills.

Reading (2nd – 12th Grade)

49
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Student Books – Grades 4-12

51

Student Answer Documents Grades 2 -12

52
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Administering the Reading Subtest

53

Examiner’s 

Guide Page 29

2-3 Example (no transfer)

4-12 transfer 

answers to 

student 

answer book

Grading the Reading

54
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LAS Links Writing

May be group administered.

Grades 2 - 12

55

• Use Conventions

• Write About

• Write Why

• Write in Detail

Use Conventions and Use Grammar and Conventions items are multiple choice in 
format.  

Write About, Write Why and Write in Detail items are all holistically scored.

Writing (2nd – 12th Grade)

55
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Writing Part 1: Use Conventions

57

Examiner’s 

Guide Page 34

2-3 Example (no transfer)

4-12 transfer 

answers to 

student 

answer book

Grading Writing: Use Conventions
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Writing Part 2: Write About

Students are asked to 
write two sentences 
about what they see 
in the picture.

Student is scored on a 
0-3 rubric.

59

Examiner’s Guide Page 53

Scoring Write About
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Write About Flow Chart

61

Write About Scoring Practice
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Writing Part 3: Write Why

Students are asked to pick one of the two options and then write two sentences 
about why they chose what they chose.

63

Write Why Flow Chart

64
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Write Why Scoring Practice

Writing Part 4: Write In Detail

• Students read the topic then
write what they want about it.

• Students should pay close
attention to:
• Organization
• Use of detail
• Correct spelling, grammar

and sentence structure

65
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Write in Detail Flow Chart
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Write In Detail Scoring Practice

70

Training Part 3: 
Post-Test Activities

Reporting:
Tabulating, Reporting and 
Interpreting the LAS Links 

Scores

69
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Materials Needed for Scoring and Reporting

71

Tabulate the Scores

72

Transfer total scores from each 
domain/subtest to section 2 on 

the Profile Sheet

Add up each subtest score and 
transfer total scores to Box 3

71
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Calculate the Scale Scores and Proficiency Levels

Using the Interpretation Guide:

• Choose the corresponding grade
Proficiency Tables

• Convert the number correct to
the scale score to the proficiency
level for each subtest.

• Composite scores will not be
used for the purpose of English
learner identification.

73

Calculate the Scale Scores and Proficiency Levels

Using the Interpretation Guide:

• Sample student scores a NC
(number correct) of 16.  Find 16
under NC.

• Look to the right of the 16, find
the 3-digit number (460), that is
the SS (Scale Score).

• Look to the right of the SS and
find the PL (Proficiency Level)
which in this case is a Level 2 for
Speaking.

74

Proficiency Level for Speaking

Mark the scores in Box 3 of the Student Profile Sheet:
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Scores Used to Determine Proficiency

• LAS Links reports in 5 levels for each domain and for the composites of Overall, Oral and
Comprehension

• This chart provides the scores, that per State guidelines, are used to determine proficiency:

75

1st Grade

• If a student receives a 1, 2 or 3 proficiency level in either Speaking and/or
Listening, they are to be classified as an Emergent Bilingual

• If a student receives a 4 or 5 proficiency level in BOTH Speaking and Listening –
they are to be considered Fluent (not identified as an Emergent Bilingual)

2nd – 12th Grade

• If a student receives a 1, 2 or 3 proficiency level in ANY domain/subtest:
Speaking, Listening, Reading and/or Writing, they are to be classified as an
Emergent Bilingual

• If a student receives a 4 or 5 proficiency level in ALL domains/subtests:
Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing, they are to be considered Fluent (not
identified as an Emergent Bilingual )

Resources: www.LASLinks.com/Texas
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• Training PPTs, Guidance Documents and Videos

• FAQS

• Parent and Teacher Resources

• And more….
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Support
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