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Purpose of Session

• Define LAS Links

• Gain a better understanding of Relative Language Proficiency

• Interpret data to draw meaningful conclusions to better understand a student’s full 
linguistic profile

• Connect to instructional methods that can be utilized for English and Spanish 
language development
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Defining LAS Links
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• Nationally recognized English and Spanish language proficiency assessments designed to 
assess the core language domains:

• preLAS: PK3 to K (Oral Language and Pre-Literacy)
• LAS Links: K–12 (Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing)

• Utilized to monitor the language skills of students, providing data to teachers to assist in 
classroom instruction as well as providing information to parents and other stakeholders

• Provides robust district, school, class and student reports including student academic 
language reports and longitudinal reports allowing stakeholders to track student 
progress for each student and cohort between grades and year-over-year.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Y4s-CM8xgYu55XOVIYfbiu?domain=url7125.datarecognitioncorp.com


Understanding Relative Language Proficiency
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Defining and Determining 
Relative Language Proficiency

• The degree of bilingualism manifested by individuals who know two 
languages, that is, the relative level of proficiency in each of the 
languages

• A student may know both equally well, in which case we speak 
of balanced bilingualism

• The student may exhibit greater control of one over the other, in 
which case we consider the first language to be dominant over the 
second

• May be determined by examining a student’s LAS Links Español and 
English Proficiency results
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How do we get to proficiency?
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Assess  

Assess in English 
and Spanish

Disaggregate Data

Position data side-by-side 

to compare/contrast and 

plot where students' 

strengths and opportunity 

for growth lies
 

Develop a strategy to 

address needs

Begin to align methods

and strategies that 

support student learning  

meeting them where they 

are developmentally and 

develop teaching plans



LAS Links Overall Proficiency Level Definitions
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Available on the 

Teacher and 

Parent Resources 

page at 

www.LASLinks.com

http://www.laslinks.com/


LAS Links Proficiency Level Definitions By Domain

8



Examining and Plotting Scores
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Examining and Plotting the English and Spanish Scores

10Español ResultsEnglish Results



Comparing Language Proficiency Data 
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Relative Language Proficiency
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Literacy Scores: Relative Language Proficiency Matrix
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Relative Language 
Proficiency Matrix
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Connecting Academic Language to MTSS
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Connecting Academic Language to MTSS
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25% 87%



Examining the 
Language 
Proficiency Data 
to Determine 
Instructional Plan
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Making the Connection:  Methods Designed to 
Increase Proficiency in Both Languages
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Link to 
Resource

https://drcshelftraining.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Targeted-Instructional-Strategies-Based-on-RLP_Final.pdf
https://drcshelftraining.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Targeted-Instructional-Strategies-Based-on-RLP_Final.pdf


Scaffolding with Closed Captions

19

Use of captions

to support reading during videos



Anchor Charts: Pictorial Input Chart

 

20Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together.  Project GLAD. (www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


TPR (Total Physical Response), Hand Gestures 
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The method works in three steps: 

• Step one: the new vocabulary structures 

to be learned are taught using a 

combination of translation and 

gestures;

• Step two those structures are used in a 

spoken class story;  

• Step three, these same structures are 

used in a class reading.  

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together.  Project GLAD. (www.ProjectGLAD.com)

TPR is a popular technique with 

younger learners and this is a fun way 

to go over the vocabulary.

http://www.projectglad.com/


Piecing it all Together

1. How might implementing the RLP help students’ 
literacy acquisition?

2. How might utilizing the RLP concept fit within your 
district’s and/or school’s overall strategic plan? 

3. How will knowing each students’ language 
dominance fit into daily instruction?

4. Is monitoring language growth in both languages 
an integral piece of your DLI plan or a missing 
piece?

5. How can your Bilingual and/or DLI Program benefit 
from utilizing LAS Links to track student growth in 
both languages over time and promote continuous 
program improvement?



Support
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Thank you! 

We hope to be your partner in assessing success!

For more information, please visit www.LASLinks.com and/or contact:

800-538-9547 Option 2

LASLinksHelpDesk@DataRecognitionCorp.com

http://www.laslinks.com/
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